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Mr Sandmen: the
Sanddodgers and
their car

Peter ready to hittop gear

Control systems engineer Peter
Laurie is revving up to take partin a
marathon car rally with a
difference.

In January he and two university
friends are setting off from
Plymouth for Banjul in Gambia, a
distance of 3,700 miles.

Not only does it involve driving
across some particularly
inhospitable terrain, but under the
terms of entry, no car must cost
more than £100 or have more than
£15 spent on modifications and on
arrival it must be sold to raise
money for charity.

And for good measure, to comply
with the legal requirements in one
of the countries on the route,
Senegal, all cars must be left-hand
drive.

Peter (pictured left) said: “It's a
tough enough challenge even
driving a modern 4x4, but to do so
in a clapped out old rust bucket will
make it really hard. Parts of the

route are also extremely difficult,
for example in one country we
have to drive along a section of
beach and we must time our
crossing carefully so the sand is not
too wet.

"So why are we doingit? |
suppose it comes down to a thirst
for adventure and a wish to do
something different while raising
money for good causes.”

Peter said the hardest task was
finding a car that met all the entry
requirements, but they had
recently succeeded by acquiring a
1978 Saab 99 turbo.

In the build up to the start Peter
and his friends, Jon Farley and
Gareth Wallace, are holding a series
of fundraising events in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Support while
also seeking corporate sponsorship
to help meet their £2,000 costs.

For the latest news and further
details of their preparations, go to
www.sanddodgers.co.uk

Active-kate

Resident signalling engineer on the
Waterloo & City line project Kate Ford is
what some would say a regular on the
Hydro Active Women's Challenge 5k race
—she competed in her fourth in a row on
September 3.

“| enjoy the atmosphere and
that it'sa woman only event,”
Kate explained. “This year my mother-in-
law ran with me —which was great!”

Kate used to run for cerebral palsy
charities Scope and Whizz Kids in aid of
her nephew who has the condition.
Although this year she decided to run for
Macmillan Cancer Support—due to it
being Metronet’s corporate charity and
that her fundraising will be matched by
the company.

"I tried to go to the gym two
to three times a week to prepare
for the race —although the
Waterloo & City project took up most of
my time —so my training was walking up
and down tunnels all day!”

To help bump up Kate's funds click on
www.justgiving.com/Metronet06

Three times
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